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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Marriages worldwide are under attack. The Marriage institution
itself is experiencing a satanic assault. Particularly so is the concept
and practice of the 'Christian Marriage'. Current statistics indicate
that there's hardly any difference in divorce rates between marriages
as contracted by Christians and non-Christians. Not even men of the
call or ordained ministers in Christian leadership fare better.
1.2 Scriptural injunctions about the sanctity of marriage (Hebrew
13:4), its origins (Genesis 2:18), its indissolubility (Mathew 19:6), its
nature (Genesis 1:27-28) and other protocols are treated as trash by
humanistic intellectuals and are therefore rendered inapplicable by
the secular authorities. But in the beginning it was not so (Mathew
19:8). Marriage founded upon the foundational, fundamental and
eternal principles of God's word is what we are trusting God to rediscover.
1.3 Marriage is so important in God's purpose on earth that the Book
of Genesis has a story on marriage (Genesis 2:21-25) and the Book of
Revelation has another story on marriage (Rev. 19:7-9). The marriage
at Eden between the Man, (Heb-Ish) and the Woman (Heb-Ish-Shah)
was a 'type and shadow'. The marriage in the 'New Jerusalem'
between Christ and the redeemed is the ultimate reality (Eph. 5:3132).
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2.0 IN THE BEGINNING (Marriage at Eden)
2.1 Marriage from Biblical perspective originated from the mind of
God, and was not originally rooted in any 'native law and custom'
(Gen. 2:18). The Lord God saw 'that it was not good that the man
should be alone'. Therefore he undertook to 'make him a help meet for
him'. The person in question designated as 'help' was expected to be
'meet' or uniquely suitable for the man. This process of making a
suitable helper for the man is founded upon the original creation of
Adam as expressed in Gen. 1:26-28. There, the scripture clearly states:
v26 “And God said let us make man in our image, after our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air. And over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth”
V27: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them”. The clear
implication of this narrative is that the man (Adam) in contemplation
was created 'double' from divine perspective. The charge was: “let us
make man (singular) after our own image, after our likeness: and let
them have (plural, not him) have dominion…” Thus the man as created
in Eden was an “Ish” (man) carrying within an “Ish-Shah” (wombman). To God, he was 'double' but to the animals in the garden
observing him as he moved around in the garden, he was single. Adam
could therefore be described as a man carrying a woman inside of
him.
2.2 To both the male and female Adam, God bequeathed the blessings
of fruitfulness, multiplication, replenishing and subduing the earth
and exercising comprehensive dominion over all the creatures (v28).
This fundamental truth is ably captured in the genealogical narratives
of Gen. 5:1-2. Thus:
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v1: “This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God
created man, in the likeness of God made him”
v2: “Male and Female created he them; and blessed them, and called
their name (not names) Adam in the day when they were created”
(Gen5:1-2 KJV). What transpired in the second narrative of Gen 2:18,
21-23, was therefore a separation or 'bringing out' of “Ish-Shah”
(Woman) from “Ish” (Man) through the instrumentality of sleep (rest)
and skillful formation (panah-Hebrew), around a rib taken from “Ish”.
Adam was at his nativity, a combination of a male-Adam and a femaleAdam; created the same day and empowered equally but with
different functions, and subsequently separated. This is the
foundation of the practice in Christian marriages where a wife takes
on the name of her husband upon marriage thereby signifying that the
two have become one, in accordance with the intention of their
creator. The first wedding at Eden therefore uniquely has the Lord
God as father of both the Bridegroom and the Bride, signifying
equality of relationship and access. (v22)
2.3 Adam's exclamation in v23: “This is now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man”, indicates a revelatory understanding of the mystery of
this union called marriage! Brethren, it takes a revelation to
understand and comply with the original principles of 'Edenic
Marriage'. As highlighted earlier, a clear understanding of this
mystery of a man (wired and configured differently) and a woman
(also wired and configured differently) coming together to fulfill
divine purpose in matrimony, is the bedrock of a satisfactory
marriage.
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2.4 The summation of God's expectation is succinctly captured in v24:
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother and shall cleave
unto his own wife: and they shall be one flesh”. The Lord Jesus Christ,
in reference to this Edenic model of marriage now added his own seal
of perfection: “What therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder” (Matt 19:6 KJV). The fullest expression of the practical
outworking of this Edenic model is captured in Gen 2:25; “And they
were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed”. Thus
Edenic marriage had no provision for divorce and re-marriage (Mal.
2:16)

3.0 MALE AND FEMALE: ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
3.1 The scripture makes it very clear that “Male and Female created he
them” (Gen 1:27). This basically implies that the man and the woman
although a composite unity, each is differently configured and wired.
Each by this basic configuration is uniquely suited for certain
assignments, roles and obligations. At the introduction of the woman
to the man, Adam had exclaimed; “She shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man” As discussed earlier, the Hebrew word for
Woman: Ish-Shah literally means: she-man; womb man; man with the
womb or female-man. She is a different variety of the man and able to
perform certain biological functions impossible for the male-man
such as birthing a child. Whereas her core native function revolves
around her ability and capacity for child bearing and nurturing and
therefore a home-making natural, the man as designed by God at
creation was a “keeper and dresser of the garden” (Gen 2:7-8, 15).
This involves manual labour consistent with the obligation to provide
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for his family. The man was formed/shaped (Heb.- yatsar) of the dust
of the ground as raw material (Gen 2:7) thus explaining his
comparative roughness and lack of finesse, whilst the woman was
skillfully shaped (Heb.-panah) from the man as raw material. This
explains her sensibilities, sensitivities, polish and panache! Thus she
was actually appropriately titled “the fairer sex”.
3.2 After the fall, Adam re-named his wife (who originally received her
identity from the man) and called her “Eve; because she was the
mother of all living” (Gen3:20). The name Eve, (Heb.:Chavvah)
literally means “live-spring”. Adam going forward, no longer
identified his wife by who she is (a better version of himself) but by
her biological role as a mother. It is significant that curses were placed
upon Adam and his wife consistent with their basic differentiated
core functions. Unto the woman he said; “I will greatly multiply thy
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow shall thou bring forth children
and thy desire shall be to thy husband and he shall rule over thee”
(Gen. 3:16). Man is now the head of the woman (1Cor.11:3-12, Eph.
5:22).
3.3 To the man he said: “Because thou has hearkened unto the voice of
thy wife, and has eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; …in sorrow
shall thou eat of it all the days of thy life; in sweat of thy face shall thou
eat bread till thou return unto the ground…” (Gen. 3:17-19).
It is noteworthy therefore that post-fall curse was targeted at their
basic role ascriptions. To the woman it's related to her role as a wife
(weaver of the tapestry of the home) and to the man it is related to his
role as husband (farmer and provider). Every organization has roles
5
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for individuals, otherwise there will chaos. Normatively, roles could
therefore be evinced by way of case studies as follows:
3.3.1 Equality of sexes but differentiation of roles and order: (Gen
1:27-28, Gen 5:1-2, 1Corinthians 11:3, 1Corinthians 11:11-12

3.3.2 Eve served Adam food (fruit) at Eden (Gen.3:6)

3.3.3 Sarah prepared/cooked the meal eaten by God and His Angels.
Abraham fetched calf. The young men dressed it and Abraham served
it. This is an admirable division of labour within a family environment.
(Gen 18:6-8)

3.3.4 Rebekah prepared the meal that Jacob served Isaac his father
(Gen 27:8-10). This is instructive given that Jacob knows how to cook
(Gen 25:29-34).

3.3.5 Moses commanded every man to gather food for his household,
making it clear that the man is the principal provider and bread
winner of his family. (Ex 16:16-18). Paul the Apostle later emphasized
this role in the New Testament church (1Tim5:8). To provide (Gr
Pronoeo) implies to observe, plan or provide beforehand.

3.3.6 The virtuous woman of Proverbs chapter 31 was both wife and
mother and prepares meal for her household (Proverb 31:15)
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3.3.7 Peter's mother-in-law prepared meals for Jesus Christ and his
disciples (Matt 8:14-15, Luke 4:38-39)

3.3.8 Martha/Mary prepared meals at home and not Lazarus their
brother (Jn.12:1-2, Lk 10:38-40).

3.3.9 Paul the Apostle charged older women to teach younger women
to be sober, to love their husbands and children and to be home
keepers (Titus 2:4-5). Furthermore, young women are admonished to
marry, bear children and guide the home (be home makers) 1Tim
5:14

3.4 It is therefore crystal clear that in terms of basic biblical role
expectations, the husband of the house is principally the provider for
his home whilst the wife is the keeper of the home. Modern existential
trends and realities have somewhat diluted these basic role
ascriptions where today, in most homes, both men and women have
become joint providers and sometimes expectedly, joint home
keepers. Even then proper perspective should be maintained of the
biblical model, so that children will grow knowing the basic
differences in sex and roles. Each home must discover and discern
what works for it in the overall context of having a fulfill ing marriage
and meeting divine expectations concerning Christian marriage.

4.0 MARRAGE UNDER THE LAW
4.1 Marriage under the Law as given by Moses acknowledged the
7
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great derogation from the edenic model of one man, one wife
(Mal2:14-15). Polygamy and concubinage had become the general
cultural practices of the nations. From this cultural practice of the
nations, the Lord God called out Abram from Ur of Chaldea to the
Promised Land (Gen. 12: 1-5). It is noteworthy that at the time of his
call, Abram had only one wife and Lot too had only one wife as proved
by subsequent event of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen.
19:15-16). Abram maintained a monogamous marriage until Sarai, on
account of her barrenness offered Hagar (her maid) to Abram to be his
wife (Gen. 16:3-5). Thus Abram became Polygamous, but the Lord
continued to consistently refer to Sarai as Abram's wife, a title He
never applied to Hagar (Gen 17:15-19).

4.2 Sarah died (Gen23:1-2) and after her death, Abraham took
another wife Keturah (Gen. 25:1-4) and thereafter had concubines
(Gen. 25:6). It could therefore be inferred that Abraham's brand of
polygamy was guided and controlled. Isaac, Abraham's Son by Sarah
entered into a monogamous marriage with Rebekah (Gen. 24:48-52;
66-67). In a culture suffused with polygamy, Isaac remained
monogamous till death (Gen. 35:27-29). Jacob had intended to marry
one wife (Rachel) but the trickery of Laban and the culture of the time
forced him not only into polygamy but concubinage too (Gen 29:2230). Polygamy and concubinage were therefore the cultural norms at
the inception of the Law. But marriages with non-covenant people
were strictly forbidden (Ex.34:14-16; Deut. 7:3-4; Ezra 9:1-3). King
David was the most prominent of the godly men under the Law who
lived in Polygamy (1Chr3:1-3; 2Sam3:1-5). King Solomon became the
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most polygamous of all Kings of Israel (1Kgs 11:1-4). Even with all the
tolerance allowed by the Law in respect of multiplicity of wives,
Divorce remained objectionable (Mal. 2:15-16; Deut 24:1-4).

5.0 MARRIAGE UNDER THE NEW COVENANT
5.1 The greatest authority on the nature and purpose of marriage
under the new covenant is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. In the
beatitudes, he re-defined the Law of Moses and reconnected the
essence of the Law to what it was in the beginning, the edenic model.
On divorce he had this to say: “It had been said, whosoever shall put
away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement, but I say unto
you that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for cause of
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery” (Matt5:31-32 KJV).
The master not given to 'political correctness' clearly stated in the
above scripture the nature of marriage and the only acceptable
ground for divorce. He clearly differentiated 'fornication' (illicit
sexual relationship between unmarried persons) from 'adultery'
(illicit sexual relationship between persons, at least one of whom is
married). Arguably, the only clear example of fornication alleged as a
ground of dissolving a marriage/espousal is what transpired between
Joseph and Mary (Matt 1:18-21). Yesh'ua Hamaschiach (Jesus the
Messiah) bore this overhanging reproach throughout his earthly life
as one born out of fornication (Jn.8:39-41). Thus fornication or
premarital sex between betrothed couples who are yet to be joined
together in marriage, constitutes a ground for dissolving that
relationship. Once marriage takes place and an extra-marital
relationship (adultery) happens, it appears that the master's remedy
9
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or recipe is forgiveness (Jn.8:1-11). This requires much grace and help
from above to achieve.
5.2 To emphasize Heaven's mindset on this matter of divorce, Jesus
Christ in response to questions from the Pharisees on this matter
stated: “Have ye not read, that he which made them at beginning made
them male and female, and said 'for this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother and shall cleave to his wife: they twain shall be one
flesh; wherefore what God has joined together let no man put
asunder” (Matt19:4-6 KJV).
The Pharisees raised the matter of the position of Mosaic Law on the
matter to wit “they say unto him, why did Moses then command to
give a writing of divorcement and to put her away?” (Matt 19:7). Jesus
responded: Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered
you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I
say to you, whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for
fornication, and shall marry another committeth adultery: and who
so marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery (Matt 19:89). His disciples who understood clearly what he meant replied “if the
case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry” (v10). The
implication is that anyone who divorces his wife should be ready to
assume the status of a eunuch for the kingdom of heaven's sake. That
is to say, making heaven is so serious a matter that it may involve that
status for any willing aspirant (Matt19:11-12).
5.3 Mark's rendition of that discourse is even more pointed and
pungent (Mk 10:1-12). Hear him “whosoever shall put away his wife
and marry another committeth adultery against her. And if a woman
shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she
10
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committeth adultery (v 11-12). Flowing from the Master's clear
prescriptions on the matter, Paul the Apostle now illustrated as
follows “For a woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to
her husband as long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is
loosed from the Law of her husband. So then if, while her husband
liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress, but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so
that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man”
(Rom 7:1-3; 1Cor 7:39, 2Cor 6:14).
5.4 The church at the Corinth had many challenging issues about
marriage much like the church today. In response to those issues, the
Apostle replied: “Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote me: it
is good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid
fornication let every man have his own wife, and let every woman her
own husband. Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence:
and likewise also the wife unto the husband. The wife hath not power
of her own body, but the husband; and likewise also the husband hath
not power of his own body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the other,
except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to
fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not
for your incontinency (1Cor 7:1-5). Going further, he counseled; “I say
therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is good for them if they
abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry; for it is
better to marry than to burn. And unto the married I command, yet
not I, but the Lord, let not the wife depart from her husband, But and if
she departs, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her
husband: and let not the husband put away his wife” (1Cor7:8-11)
The adamant command of the Lord is clear: “let not the wife depart
from her husband… and let not the husband put away his wife” (v1011
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11). Modern culture and trends have created brutal circumstances
within some marriages that could impair life and breed frustrations.
What is the temporary solution? Separation, but without the option of
remarriage to another person. For that man or woman, God's
expectation within the divine protocols of marriage is Reconciliation
(v11).
5.5 Marriage ranked so high in the esteem of the Master, that he
honored a wedding ceremony in Cana of Galilee with the first miracle
of his ministry (Jn.2:1-11). In the economy of divine provision for
man's total wellbeing there are three fundamentally important
ingredients. They are: Corn, Wine, and Oil (Joel 1:10). The absence of
these in any home is a recipe for disaster. In answer to desperate
prayers of those who acknowledge their lack, the Lord responded
thus: “yea the LORD will answer and say unto his people, Behold, I will
send you corn and wine and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith;
and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen”
(Joel2:19).
The scripture makes it clear that the human being is a composite of
Spirit, Soul and Body (1Thess5:23). The Spirit is the real person who
possesses a soul and lives inside a body. Thus the spirit of a man is our
contact point with God, whilst the soul (Emotions, Will, and Intellect)
defines our personality/character and the body represents the house
or tabernacle that connects us to world. Corn answers to the body
(Physical needs); Wine answers to the soul (Emotional needs etc.)
and the Oil answers to the spirit (Spiritual needs). In a typical
marriage, the physical needs maybe provided for, and spiritual needs
(especially in Christian homes) are available, the basic missing
constant is always the wine (emotional needs). It is therefore not
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CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE

much of a surprise that at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, wine was
what was lacking. The essential ingredient that fills emotional tanks
with joy and gladness with its exciting effervescence just finished.
5.6 Jesus and his disciples were invited to the wedding and his mother
also present. Mary the mother of Jesus noticed the absence of wine in
the marriage and approached Him for a solution and provision.
(Jn.2:1-3). There were six stone water pots stationed strategically for
visitors to wash their feet as soon they arrive for the feast. Those
water pots were ordinary and already empty and Jesus asked the
servants to fill them to the brim with water and commanded them
thereafter, to draw out the water and take them to the Governor of the
feast (Master of ceremony). Hear the MC after he tasted the water now
turned into wine: “Every man at the beginning doth set forth good
wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but
thou has kept the good wine until now” (Jn. 2:10). It just happens to be
the formula of men to serve the best upfront in marriage and the
worse follows after.
Dr. Gary Chapman in his Bestselling Book: The Five Love Languages
had articulated what he described as the five basic methods of
communicating emotional love as:
·
Affirmation
·
Gifts
·
Acts of Service
·
Quality time
·
Physical touch
We have herein adopted his classifications and adapted them to suit
the pots especially as evidenced in the ministry of Jesus as follows:
Pot No 1 – Words of Affirmation: This is the practice of always
appreciating your spouse verbally and validating his or her actions
13
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intentionally and meaningfully. (Jn. 12:3-8; Mk.14:6-9; Jn.1:47-49;
Pr.31:28-29; Songs.1:15, 2:3).

Pot No 2 – Gifts: Gifts giving has a way of communicating value to some
spouse. It's a silent communicator of love (Jn. 3:16; Acts 20:35;
Rom.5:8, 1Jn.4:9)

Pot No 3 – Acts of Service: this is the practical attempt to render
unsolicited service to each other in a marriage. It's to look out for a
need and go ahead to meet it (Jn.13:1-5, Gen.24:15-20)

Pot No 4 – Quality Time: This is the practice of paying attention to your
spouse. It manifests in a deep desire to spend time together
discussing, listening and generally enjoying the company of each
other (Mk.6:30-32, Songs.7:10-12)

Pot No 5 – Physical Touch: This is the practice of touching each other,
holding hands, mild embraces etc. that communicates warmth and
excitement in each other's company. It also communicates empathy
and affection (Mk.1:40-42; Songs8:1-3)

Pot No 6 – Mixture of the Pots 1-5: it does happen that spouses in a
marriage have various wines that fill their respective emotional tanks.
The best approach is always to ask to find out from your spouse which
of the specific brand of wines meets his or her emotional needs. Until
the specific choice becomes clear, a dip into pot No 6 may provide the
elixir needed to restore the missing wine.
14
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5.7 BASIC THERAUPTIC OBLIGATIONS
5.7.1 Husband: Love your wife as Christ loved the Church and gave
Himself for it (Eph.5:2, Eph.5:25-33, Col.3:19, 1Pet.3:7).
5.7.2 Wife: Submit yourself to your own husband as the church is
submissive to Christ (Eph.5:22-23; 1Pet.3:1-2).

6.0 TERMINATION OF MARRIAGE
6.1 DEATH: Marriage under the New Testament once validly enacted,
can only be terminated by death of either spouse (Matt.19:5-6;
Rom.7:1-3; 1Cor.7:39).

6.2 DIVORCE: Marriage under the New Testament admits of no
divorce except on the ground of fornication as stated by the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself (Matt.5:31-32; Matt.19:9; Lk.16:18; Mal 2:15-16).

6.3 SEPARATION: Separation is allowed by the scriptures as one of
those temporary measures necessary when a marriage experiences
severe hiccups. This would include instances of spousal abuse, assault
with battery, grievous bodily harm etc. The basic New Testament
provision is that when spouses separate, they remain unmarried or
else reconcile with each other (1Cor7:11). This is understandably
because of what marriage typifies; the union between Christ and the
Church (Eph.5:31-32, Gen.2:24) which admits of no divorce till death.
It is instructive that if the Master indicated that violating biblical
principle of permanence in marriage by divorce is unacceptable to the
Lord (Mal.2:16), and that the status of an eunuch is preferable for the
15
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kingdom of heaven's sake (Matt19:12, 1Cor7:7-9), and there being no
marriage in heaven (Matt.22:30), it behoves Christians to make up
their minds ab initio to do marriage God's way.

7.0 RE-MARRIAGE: Even if certain scriptures can be interpreted to
allow or permit divorce on account of marital infidelity (Gr. porneiafornication) as modern translations have adopted, does permission of
divorce equate to approval of re-marriage? This is one question that
has no clear direct answer in the New Testament scriptures. Paul, in
differentiating the Lord's express command on divorce (1Cor7:1011), added his own permissive insight as follows: “But to the rest
speak I, not the Lord; if any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and
she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. And the
woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased
to dwell with her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving husband is
sanctified by the wife and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the
husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy”
(1Cor7:12-14; Mal.2:15).
Now to the controversial statement: “but if the unbelieving depart, let
him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases:
but God hath called us to peace” (1Cor7:15). Is the permission for the
departure of the unbelieving partner tantamount to approval for remarriage? What is the meaning of the word 'bondage' as used in verse
15? Strictly speaking and flowing from the context of marital rights as
discussed from chapter 7:1, it is clear that the 'bond' in question is the
obligation to provide 'due benevolence' or sexual rights flowing from
marital status. This appears to explain why he would advise the
16
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widows and unmarried that “it is good for them if they abide even as I”
(1Cor.7:8). “But if they cannot contain, let them marry; for it is better
to marry than to burn (v9). Therefore it follows that if the unbelieving
partner departs, there is no corresponding obligation on the believing
partner to 'pursue' him to enable him or her provide the 'due
benevolence' contingent on marriage. The believer is entitled
thereafter to live his or her life in peace and commit to serving the
Lord in the state he or she has found himself or herself (1Cor. 7:2627).

8.0 LEGAL PERSPECTIVE OF MARRIAGE IN NIGERIA
Nigerian law recognizes three broad categories of Marriage viz:
1.
Customary Marriage or Traditional Marriage: this is a
potentially polygamous marriage and admits of divorce.
2.
Sharia or Islamic Marriage: this is a potentially polygamous
marriage and admits of divorce.
3.
Monogamous Marriage or Marriage under Act: this is strictly
monogamous marriage under the matrimonial causes Act and
does not allow multiplicity of wives. It is a one man/one
woman marriage that ceases at death or divorce. It is
celebrated either in a marriage registry or in a Church
premises gazzetted by the Government to wed.
The fourth genre is what is colloquially referred to as Christian
marriage or church marriage. This is a marriage ceremony inside a
church building where the parties exchange vows before God
represented by ministers and in the presence of God's people. This
marriage is monogamous and admits of no divorce. The typical
practice is to conduct a traditional or customary marriage (to fulfill all
17
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righteousness) and then file a formal application to wed statutorily
under the Marriage Act. The Act allows the Marriage to be conducted
either in the Marriage Registry or in a church gazzetted by the
Government to wed. The ceremony is conducted in a church after the
traditional 21 days of Notice evidenced by banns of marriage. Once
celebrated in a Christian church accompanied by appropriate vows, it
transcends the potentially polygamous traditional marriage
celebrated earlier, the under pinning statutory marriage which
although monogamous, but admits of divorce under certain specified
circumstances, and ascends that apex called Christian Marriage,
which is both monogamous and unbreakable except by death. This is
the ideal that every Christian should aspire to.

9.0 CONCLUSION
Given that history as we now know it, will be consummated when the
Lord Jesus Christ arrives in His glory to enact the ultimate marriage of
the Lamb and His bride (The redeemed of all the ages), the crucial
question each person must answer is: Am I living my life daily in
anticipation of being qualified to be called into this marriage?
(Rev.19:7-9; Rev.21:2,9; Matt.25:10). May the Lord help us to be
ready!
Sing this song:
“Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning… Give me oil in my lamp, I
pray, Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning… keep me burning
till the Bridegroom comes”
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GOD GIVE US CHRISTIAN HOMES!

HYMN SS&S 571
MORE ABOUT JESUS WOULD I
KNOW

1. God give us Christian homes!
Homes where the Bible is loved and
taught,
Homes where the Master's will is
sought,
Homes crowned with beauty Your
love has wrought;
God give us Christian homes;
God give us Christian homes!

1.MORE about Jesus would I know
More of His grace to others show;
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love – who died for me.
More, more about Jesus
More, more about Jesus
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love who died for me

2. God give us Christian homes!
Homes where the father is true and
strong,
Homes that are free from the blight of
wrong,
Homes that are joyous with love and
song;
God give us Christian homes;
God give us Christian homes!

2.More about Jesus let me learn,
More of His holy will discern;
Spirit of God, my teacher be,
Showing the things of Christ to me
3.More about Jesus; in His Word
Holding communion with my Lord;
Hearing His voice in every line,
Making each faithful saying mine,

3. God give us Christian homes!
Homes where the mother, in caring
quest,
Strives to show others Your way is
best,
Homes where the Lord is an honored
guest;
God give us Christian homes;
God give us Christian homes!

4.More about Jesus, on His throne,
Riches in glory all His own;
More of His kingdom's sure increase;
More of His coming – Prince of peace.

4. God give us Christian homes!
Homes where the children are led to
know
Christ in His beauty who loves them
so,
Homes where the altar fires burn and
glow;
God give us Christian homes;
God give us Christian homes!

19

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE

HYMN SS&S 902
MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING
LESS

Stand…ing…stand….ing
Standing on the promises of God my
Saviour;
Stand…ing…stand….ing
I'm standing on the promises of God

1.My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesu' name.

2.Standing on the promises that
cannot fail,
When the howling storms of doubt
and fear assail,
By the living word of God I shall
prevail
Standing on the promises of God

On Christ the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
All other ground is sinking sand.
2.When darkness hides His lovely
face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the vail.

3.Standing on the promises I now can
see,
Perfect, present cleansing in the blood
for me;
Standing in the liberty where Christ
makes free,
Standing on the promises of God

3.His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the 'whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.

4.Standing on the promises of Christ
the Lord,
Bound to Him eternally by love's
strong cord,
Overcoming daily with the spirit's
sword,
standing on the promises of God

4.When He shall come with trumpet
sound,
Oh, may I then in Him be found;
Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the
throne.

5.Standing on the promises I cannot
fail,
Listening every moment to the Spirit's
call,
Resting in my Saviour as my all in all,
Standing on the promises of God

HYMN SS&S 877
STANDING ON THE PROMISES OF
GOD MY KING
1.STANDING on the promises of Christ
my king,
Through eternal ages let His praises
ring;
Glory in the highest, I will shout and
sing,
Standing on the promises of God
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